
Background and Discussion Ques�ons  

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs (MUNI) is commited to listening to local governments about their 
evolving needs and how the exis�ng legislated framework accommodates new responsibili�es and 
challenges. Much of the legisla�ve agenda sponsored by MUNI in recent years has responded to cri�cal 
local government needs uncovered as a result of the pandemic and in response to UBCM resolu�ons. 
The development of legisla�ve change is a lengthy, complex, and resource intensive process. Therefore, 
it must be rooted in and supported by a clear gap in exis�ng tools and authori�es to fix an iden�fied 
problem that the current legisla�on or other tools don’t resolve. The mere desire for regional district 
(RD) legisla�on alone needs to be tested against a real need, with a clear path on policy development for 
the province to consider. 

Government Priorities 

The province has been clear in its priori�es and focus on pressing issues of affordability and housing 
supply – alloca�ng significant resources from both the Ministry of Housing and MUNI to ini�a�ves in this 
space. That scarce alloca�on is determined by elected decision makers. The priority on affordability and 
housing supply also presents an opportunity and recognizes that issues of housing availability and 
affordability are not just urban issues – and that there is a role for regional approaches to support this 
work that may require new thinking of how RDs are beter able to par�cipate in solu�ons that will have 
direct implica�ons for RD regulatory authori�es. 

In addi�on, MUNI along with other agencies and ministries, are working on other ini�a�ves that have a 
direct impact on RD authori�es, these include:   

• The local government financial review working group, made up of staff from the province and 
UBCM, where work has been underway to review the local government finance system in B.C., 
analyzing the recommenda�ons in the 2021 UBCM report, and discussing maters of mutual 
interest;  

• Inclusive regional governance to explore First Na�ons’ interests on RD boards (explore issues 
such as geographic implica�ons/boundaries of the current RD system and alignment with First 
Na�on territories, elec�on mechanics, and service provision);  

• Considera�on of business licensing and enforcement authori�es for RDs, as previously 
requested by RDs. 

Discussion ques�ons – Are there specific RD challenges and legisla�ve concerns that align with the 
current provincial priori�es? What are the clearly defined problem statements/lack of authority for 
RDs not already accommodated for? 

Other Approaches and Tools  

In the past, RD officials have expressed a range of concerns such as lack of regulatory authority – in 
some cases the authori�es in ques�on may exist or it may be facilitated through regula�on (recent 
examples include fireworks and source separa�on regula�ons). Other iden�fied concerns relate to some 
of the fundamental founda�ons of RD structures and principles – such as the principle that cost-
recovery for services being matched with the beneficiaries of the service, or the unique ability of RDs to 
balance rural and urban interests. Any changes contemplated need to be evidence-based and targeted 



and not be change for “a nice to have” versus a par�cular business or governance need for which a 
policy ra�onale exists and no other tools exist. 

Discussion ques�ons – given the inherent flexibility in the RD system, are there other tools or 
approaches that may address challenges that could support RDs in the absence of legisla�ve 
changes?  

Process for further engagement  

Given the key and pressing priori�es that the province is currently engaged on (e.g., housing and 
homelessness, climate change and emergency planning, health, and the opioid crisis) there are prac�cal 
considera�ons about how the local government system (including municipali�es and RDs) will partner 
and collaborate with the province to address these issues. MUNI remains commited to understanding 
the broad views and perspec�ves of local government officials (both regional and municipal) across BC 
on the issues facing their regions and communi�es including the need for legisla�ve change. We will 
take under considera�on the results of this session. 

Discussion ques�ons – Have inclusive, broad meaningful conversa�ons about RD outcomes and 
authori�es occurred across all RDs? And have those been shared with MUNI? How will RDs organize 
themselves to ensure that all voices will be heard? 

 


